Accelerating action of tea on mouse skin carcinogenesis.
The effect of different tannin-containing aqueous solutions on the carcinogenic action of benzo(a)pyrene (BP) on the mouse skin was investigated. It was found that the appearance of tumours was accelerated in mice treated with either tea or an oak extract after a single application of BP. The time of appearance of tumours in mice treated with gallic acid or tannic acid after treatment with BP was similar to that in the group treated with BP alone. The overall incidence of tumours was similar in all five groups.